Time Line
Some of the Dates and Events Discussed in the 
Developments in New Zealand History Series
1000BC 
Polynesians living in Samoa and Tonga

100AD 
Polynesians living in Tahiti

1000 

Possible that the first Polynesian navigators discovered New Zealand

800-1200 
Earliest archaeological evidence of Polynesian settlement in New Zealand

950 

Estimated time of Kupe’s voyages

1150 

Estimated time of Toi’s arrival

1300 

Moas became scarce – greater emphasis on agriculture

1350 

Estimated arrival of the great fleet

1640 

Maori may have discovered gold

1642 

Tasman visits New Zealand
1750 

All species of moa probably extinct

1769 

Cook’s first visit to New Zealand 
1769

Jean de Surville visits Doubtless Bay

1770 

Cook claims New Zealand for Britain

1772 

Marian du Fresne killed 
1773-5 
James Cook’s second visit 

1776-9 
James Cook’s third and final visit

1788 

Whaling ships begin hunting sperm whales in the Pacific

1792 

First sealing gang lands
1800 
Ocean whalers calling frequently - Maori increasingly influenced by contact with Europeans

1809 

Massacre of the crew of the Boyd
1814 
Samuel Marsden arrives to set up the first Anglican mission in the Bay of Islands

1820 

Wesleyan mission set up at Hokianga

1820s 

Timber and flax trade developing

1823 

Henry Williams arrives at Anglican mission

1827 

D’Urville arrives in the Bay of Islands

1828 

Death of Hongi Hika

1830 

Increasing numbers of missionaries and traders arriving

1830 

Shore whaling stations established in the North and South Islands

1830s  
Maori Chief is sells butter to visiting sailing ships

1833 

James Busby appointed Resident General

1834 

Meeting of twenty-five Chiefs to select New Zealand flag

1835 

Confederation of the United Chiefs of New Zealand formed

1837 

New Testament printed in Maori

1837 

Baron de Thierry arrives

1837 

New Zealand Association formed

1839 

Bishop Pompallier arrives

1839 

New Zealand Company established

1839 

Tory arrives at Port Nicholson
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1840 

D’Urville’s second trip

1840 

Signing of the treaty of Waitangi
1840 

Logging of Kauri spars for the shipping industry begins to decline

1840

First postal service begins
1840 

Aurora arrives - Wellington
1841 

Fifeshire arrives to begin Nelson Colony

1841 

William Bryan arrives with New Plymouth settlers

1841 

Auckland becomes first capital of New Zealand
1841 

A team of Scottish labourers arrive to build Hutt Road

1842 

Gold discovered Coromandel and Nelson

1843 

Wairau incident

1845 

Hone Heke and Kawiti attack Russell

1846 

Conflict in the Hutt Valley

1846
Road built between Wellington and Porirua, Te Rauparaha’s followers work as road builders
1848 

John Whitcliffe arrives in Otago

1848 
Whaling captain, Johnny Jones, sets up his dairy farm at Waikouiti in Otago

1840s-50s
Road built over Rimutaka Ranges to connect Wellington with Wairarapa

1850 

Charlotte Jane arrives in Canterbury

1850 
First large timber mills built in Coromandel, Auckland and North Auckland 

1852 

Gold deposits found on Coromandel Peninsula

1854 

Ngati Ruanui try to stop land sales

1856 

Gold fields found in Nelson

1856
British Government gives New Zealand control over own postal services

1857

A coach service begins operating from Auckland to Drury

1858 

Tamihana moves to elect a Maori King

1850s-60s
Great South Road constructed

1860 

War breaks out in Taranaki

1861 

Gabriel Reid strikes gold in Central Otago

1861

Clyde Bridge built over the Clutha River

1861

Cobb & Co. coach service begins from Dunedin

1862 

Hartley and Reilly discover gold at Dunstan

1863 

General Cameron’s invasion of the Waikato

1863
New Zealand’s first railway line opens between Christchurch and Ferrymead

1863 

Gold Arrow over shot-over Rivers and Nasby

1864 

Battles bring Waikato War to a close
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1865 

Hau hau attacks in Opotiki and Taranaki

1865

New Zealand has over 100 post offices

1865 

Gold discovered on the West Coast

1866

Bridge over the Clutha River built at Cromwell

1867

Cobb & Co. begins Dunedin to Queenstown coach service 

1867

Railway lines opens between Christchurch and the Port of Lyttleton

1867

Tunnel completed linking Christchurch with Lyttelton

1868 

Te Kooti and followers escape

1868

Bridge over the Clutha River built at Balclutha

1868 
Environmentalists recognize that deforestation is causing flooding and erosion

1870 
Eleven mills in New Zealand producing 32 million feet of timber per year

1870s 

Public Works Schemes begin 
1870s 
Napier/Taupo road built – Scandinavian immigrants build the Wairarapa/Hawke’s Bay Road

1871 

Sir John McKenzie elected to Otago Provincial Council

1871 
First co-operative dairy factory established on the Otago Peninsula and later moved Portobello Rd

1871
New Zealand has 458 post offices
1872 
Hovding arrives with 365 Nowegians and Ballarat brings 70 Danes to clear the Seventy Mile Bush

1874 

Julius Vogel passes the Forests Act

1874

Railway line between Christchurch and Ashburton completed

1875 
Over 100 mining companies still operating on the Coromandel Peninsula

1875 

John Ballance elected as MP for Rangitikei

1875-9 
Sir Robert Stout elected to House of Representatives

1876 

Abolition of the Provinces

1876

Frances Holden begins a coach service from Nelson to Riwaka

1879 

Richard Seddon elected to Parliament as MP for Hokitika

1879
By this time over 100,000 immigrants had been brought to New Zealand to work on Public Works projects

1879

Thomas Newman begins a coach service 

1880
More than 200,000 acres (80,937 hectares) of land producing wheat

1881 

Sir John McKenzie elected as MP for Moeraki

1881 

Richard Seddon becomes MP for Kumara

1881
The North Island Main Trunk line was completed from Auckland as far south as Te Awamutu

1882 

Edendale Diary Factory set up in Southland

1882

Dunedin carries the first shipment of frozen meat to Britain
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1882
Mataura takes the second shipment of frozen New Zealand produce to Britain
1883 

Te Kooti pardoned

1883
John Rochfort surveys a route for the North Island Main Trunk line through the central volcanic plateau

1884 
Taranaki trader Chew Chong sends his first shipment of butter to Britain
1884-7 
Sir Robert Stout returns to Parliament as MP for Dunedin East

1885-89 
Economic depression

1885 

Julius Vogel passes Forests Act to reserve natural resources

1886

Road opened through Arthur’s Pass

18887-96
William Pember Reeves elected to Parliament

1887

Beaumont Bridge built

1887 

Taranaki trader Chew Chong opens a diary factory in Eltham

1887 
Maori Chief Horonuku gives the Crown all land within a radius of one mile (1.6 km) around Ruapehu Ngauruhoe and Tongariro – creating New Zealand’s first National Park

1887
Railway line completed from Wellington to New Plymouth

1887
The North Island Main Trunk line had reached south as far as Te Kuiti, while the line north had reached Hunterville

1889 

Maritime Council forms under John Millar

1889 

John Ballance become leader of the Liberal Party in Opposition

1889 

Dunedin Exhibition

1889 
An Australian timber company purchases twenty-four New Zealand timber mills

1890 

Maritime Strike

1890s
Economic boom due to frozen meat trade and growing diary industry

1890 
S.S. Lindus ships more than 1 million feet of sawn native timber in one shipment.

1890s 

Rise of Unions
1891 

Liberal Government elected into power

1891-3 
John Ballance is Premier

1892 

Cheviot Estate broken up into smaller landholdings

1892 

There are twenty-one freezing works established across the country

1893 

Bill passed granting women the right to vote

1893-8 
Sir Robert Stout returns to Parliament representing a Wellington constituency

1893 

Ballance dies and Richard Seddon takes over as leader

1894 
A Bill is passed giving the Government the right to make compulsory land purchases

1894 

Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act passed
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1896 

First case taken to arbitration court with the Denniston Miners Union

1896 

Richard Seddon dies Joseph Ward takes over as Prime Minister

1897-1906
Raurimu Spiral under construction – at one stage the town of Raurimu has a population of over 1,500

1897 

Sir John McKenzie acts as Prime Minister while Ward is overseas

1898 

Old Age Pensions Act passed

1898-1926 
Sir Robert Stout serves as Chief Justice

1899 

Martha Mine at Wiahi (closed 1952)

1900 

Most Coromandel mines closed down

1904
North Island Main Trunk line reached south to Taumaranui and north to Taihape
1906 

Strike action

1906 
By this time there are over 3,000 timber mill workers in New Zealand
1908
The North Island Main Trunk Line is completed

1909
Regular railway services between Wellington and Auckland commence

1911 

General Election and the Liberals voted out of power

1912-13
Massive strikes

1914 

WWI begins

1919 

Woman gain the right to stand for Parliament
1921 

An Act is passed which gives State forests protection 

1923

Otira Tunnel opens

1933 

Elizabeth Coombs is the first woman elected to Parliament
1955

Rimutaka tunnel completed linking Wellington to the Wairarapa 

1968 

Last shore station at Tory channel closes

1980 
Kaniere gold dredge is still operating in most rivers in the Nelson region. 
To be continued….
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