Disclaimer

These teaching and learning activities use Kevin Boon’s Developments in New Zealand History titles as a key resource. They are designed for teachers to incorporate into a social studies unit. Curriculum links are noted, but all assessment criteria remains left to the professional expertise of individual teachers. Extract and refine the elements from this activity that will work for you and your pupils.
	Teaching and Learning Activity  
	‘Representing Roles in History’
What Can a Photograph Tell Us?


	Preparation
	Having studied a particular theme in the Developments in New Zealand History Series with the class, choose a series of historical photographs that depict the types of people involved in this aspect of history.


	Activity Brief
	1. Dividing the class into groups allocate historical timeframes, locations and occupations. Ask them to research key questions about the lifestyle and work of this particular group of people in New Zealand history. Eg, daily routine, clothes, tools, dwelling, payment, food, family, affect on economy, infrastructure, other people/jobs dependant on this group’s role, impact of this group’s past activities in the present-day etc. Present the information in the form of a flow diagram.
2. Present the class with historical photographs (omitting textual explanation) and ask them to brain storm, listing as many facts and observations about the ‘mystery’ scene as they can.

3. Ask pupils to write a short story, or piece of descriptive writing based on the class observations about the photograph and the people in it.
4. Using old clothes, hats and any other props available, encourage the children to dress up in groups and pose for a photograph as if they were a member of a particular group in New Zealand history. Tone the photographs black and white or sepia then print and mount them for the wall in a style imitating the historical era.  
5. Ask each group member to write text explaining who they are role-playing in history and why they are dressed in that manner. Display these explanations around the photographs.


	Year
	3-4

	Level
	2

	Duration
	5 x 1 hour sessions (1 week)

	Social Science Strand 
	Social Organisation


	Strand Achievement Objective to be Assessed
	How and why groups are organised within communities and societies


	Learning Outcome
	Pupils will:

· Describe some of the different groups living and working in New Zealand society in the past. 
· Explain how these groups affected New Zealand society.


	Process
	Inquiry

	Learning Outcome
	Pupils will: 
· Answer key questions about the role of a group in history.
· Collect facts and examples about this group and link together in a flow diagram
· Deduce the role of groups depicted in historical photographs based upon facts learnt during inquiry
  

	Essential Skills
	Information Skills

Social & Cooperative Skills

	Setting
	New Zealand

	Perspective
	Past

	ELANZS
	- People in New Zealand’s history

- Migration., settlement, life, and interaction of British and other cultural groups in various areas of NZ over time.
- the nature and organization of paid & unpaid work


	Resources 
	Kevin Boon. (2005) The Liberals, The Forests, Roads and Railways, Development of Farming, (1998) The Maori Before the Europeans Came to NZ, James Cook and Other European Explorers, Whalers and Sealers, Missionaries and Traders, (1999) The Colonies, The Treaty of Waitangi, The Gold Rushes, The Land Wars - Developments in New Zealand History. Waiatarua Publishing, Auckland.

	Materials 
	Selection of appropriate costume items & props, camera, old photographs of people at work


