Disclaimer

These teaching and learning activities use Kevin Boon’s Developments in New Zealand History titles as a key resource. They are designed for teachers to incorporate into a social studies unit. Curriculum links are noted, but all assessment criteria remains left to the professional expertise of individual teachers. Extract and refine the elements from this activity that will work for you and your pupils.
	Teaching and Learning Activity  
	‘Preparing for a New land’

Finding Out About a New Environment  

(Largely Euro centric perspective)


	Preparation
	Conduct a social studies inquiry into the reasons why people chose to immigrate to New Zealand. Gather facts, quotes and examples from the Developments in New Zealand History series in answer to prepared key questions such as: Why did immigrants choose to leave their own countries? How did they find out about New Zealand? How did they get to New Zealand? What kind of opportunities did they learn of in New Zealand? Etc.


	Activity Brief
	1. Working in pairs, pupils present their finding in a fact sheet. Then take turns to stand up and briefly present answers to one of the key questions in front of the rest of the class.

2. Ask students to imagine that they are about to board a boat in another land (eg Europe, Asia, Australia) and immigrate to New Zealand where they will have a particular role (eg farmer, missionary, sealer, soldier, wife, bushman, daughter, son). 
3. Working in pairs, students design a trunk full of the essential items they think this type of historical character might pack ready for their new life in New Zealand. 
4. Working individually, students write a diary entry about this character’s expectations as a new immigrant in New Zealand between 1840 and 1900.

5. Working individually, students list facts and recorded accounts from the ‘Developments in New Zealand History’ series about why their particular character may have chosen to come to New Zealand and the type of life this character may have found here. 

6. Pupils write a diary entry incorporating these facts as they describe what their life in New Zealand is like and how their initial expectations might differ from the real situation. 
7. Students use facts from the ‘Developments in New Zealand History’ series to write a diary entry about what tangata whenua might have thought and done upon their arrival. 
8. Using factual evidence and historical quotes gathered in inquiry, write a letter to someone in the homeland describing this new place, New Zealand. 

9. Finally the students return to exercise two and add any essential items to their trunk which they have learnt about during their research.




	Year
	7-8

	Level
	4

	Duration
	5 x 1 hour sessions (1 week)

	Social Science Strand 
	Place and Environment


	Strand Achievement Objective to be Assessed
	Why and how people find out about places and environments.



	Learning Outcome
	Pupils will:

- Explain the reasons why different types of historical individuals undertook the journey to New Zealand.

- Give examples of the ways in which prospective immigrants found out about New Zealand

- Identify some of the lifestyle and cultural changes that immigrants had to adjust to in New Zealand.
- Identify some of the lifestyle and cultural changes that Maori people had to adjust to as immigrants settled in New Zealand.

- Imitate how people in the past may have expressed their expectations about this new place in the form of a luggage list and diary entries.
- Imitate how people in the past reported or recorded their ideas and experiences of their new country in the form of diary entries and letters.
- Analyse how the experience of New Zealand as a new place may have differed from the expectations of immigrants prior to arrival. 


	Process
	Inquiry

	Learning Outcome
	Pupils will: 
- Research and answer key questions about why people wanted to immigrate to New Zealand in the past, and how they found out about the opportunities in New Zealand.
- List and present facts, quotes, retellings, examples and statistics that described New Zealand to people in the past. 
- Analyse whether they were fair or false representations of the new environment.

  

	Essential Skills
	Information Skills

Communication Skills

	Setting
	New Zealand

	Perspective
	Past

	ELANZS
	- People in New Zealand’s history

- Migration., settlement, life, and interaction of British and other cultural groups in various areas of NZ over time.
- Effects of colonisation for Maori & Pakeha

	Supporting Subjects 
	English – Exploring Ideas in Written Language 



	Resources 
	Kevin Boon. (2005) The Liberals, The Forests, Roads and Railways, Development of Farming, (1998) The Maori Before the Europeans Came to NZ, James Cook and Other European Explorers, Whalers and Sealers, Missionaries and Traders, (1999) The Colonies, The Treaty of Waitangi, The Gold Rushes, The Land Wars - Developments in New Zealand History. Waiatarua Publishing, Auckland.


