Disclaimer
These teaching and learning activities use Kevin Boon’s Developments in New Zealand History titles as a key resource. They are designed for teachers to incorporate into a social studies unit. Curriculum links are suggested, but all assessment criteria remains left to the professional expertise of individual teachers. Extract and refine these activity ideas in a manner that will work for you and your pupils.
	Teaching and Learning Activity  
	‘Framing Viewpoints’

Cartooning - Opposing Points of View

	Preparation
	Pupils use the ‘Developments in New Zealand History’ title ‘The Forests’ by Kevin Boon to gather historical facts and perspectives when conducting a social studies inquiry into New Zealand forest resources. 



	Activity Brief
	1. Working together students use brainstorming techniques to: 
· Form a list of reasons that people living in NZ between 1860 and 1900 may have had ‘for’ and ‘against’ clearing the forests. 
· List the ways that New Zealand forest resources were used in the past. 

· List the types of jobs dependant on the forests. 
· List the positive and negative consequences of gathering and using forest resources.
· Create a list of the types of people in history most likely to have been ‘for’ or ’against’ clearing the forests.
2. Working individually, students write a response in which:

· They analyse these viewpoints and the implications, then compare or contrast them to their own contemporary values.

· For example ‘Using factual evidence from The Forests by Kevin Boon explain what you believe the most common viewpoint about the clearing of the forests was in New Zealand society between 1860 and 1900.’
· For example ‘What do you think a person of your own age, living in New Zealand between 1860 and 1900 might have thought about clearing the forests? How does this compare or contrast to your own viewpoint today and why? 
3. Working individually, students develop cartoon characters and setting:
· Create two fictional characters with opposing points of view about the clearing of New Zealand forests. Choose two character types identified in the ‘for/against’ brainstorming list. For example Mill Owner vs Maori Chief, Farmer vs botanist. Or alternatively, ask pupils to choose one character and set them in opposition to a time-travelling cartoon version of themselves.

· Write a description of each character. Eg. Name, job, age, appearance, outlook, motivations. 
· Draw a picture of each character including visual clues indicative of their role and character.

· Choose a historical setting for the cartoon scene. Eg. Along a bush track, in the saw pit, at the post office, at the local store around a camp fire etc.

4. Working individually, students develop a storyboard for a single-scene cartoon strip consisting of one page with five frames in which:
· Their two characters meet within their historical setting and have a discussion which reveals their conflicting points of view as they talk about the clearing of the forests. 
· For Example - (Dialogue/script in first person with approx 100 words about two sentences per frame) Include omniscient captions, consider register & tone, consider if viewpoints based on fact or opinion.  
· For Example – Consider dramatic effect of illustrated scene sequence, close-ups, panoramas etc. Consider representation of movement, sound effects, visual clues to support characters’ viewpoints. Consider use of colour/texture/font etc. 

5. Working individually, students create two alternate stand-alone cartoon frames in which the conflict between the characters is accepted or resolved in some way.


	Year
	7-8

	Level
	4

	Duration
	5 x 1 hour sessions with additional homework time to complete cartoon strip (1 week – excluding preparation time for research)

	Social Studies 

Strand 
	Resources and Economic Activities



	Strand Achievement Objective to be Assessed
	How and why people view and use resources differently and the consequences of this.

	Learning Outcome
	Pupils will:
- Identify the different values and viewpoints that people in history had about the use of forest resources and explain why they thought this way.
- List the ways that different New Zealanders used forest resources in the past.
- List the effects these values had on New Zealand forests.

- Explain their own contemporary viewpoint about deforestation, compare it to a generalised historical perspective and explain why they may differ.
- Interpret different viewpoints and motivations and describe ways that individuals with differing values can accept or resolve their differences.


	Processes
	Values Exploration
Inquiry



	Learning Outcome
	Pupils will: 
- Record reasons why New Zealand forests were cleared in the past. List the positive and negative consequences and make a generalisation about the most common viewpoint people had to this activity in the past. 
- List the types of economic and cultural links that different New Zealanders had towards the forests during the past.

- Clarify and explain their own contemporary viewpoint on the issue of deforestation and compare or contrast this with historical values.

- Present a cartoon which uses written language and visual art to explore opposing points of view about deforestation.

- Present a cartoon which uses written language and visual art to explore possible compromises or resolutions regarding opposing viewpoints about deforestation.


	Essential Skills
	Problem Solving Skills

Social and Co-operative Skills


	Setting
	New Zealand

	Perspective
	Past

	ELANZS
	- People in New Zealand’s history

- Changing patterns of resource and land use

- Changing patterns of economic activity and trade


	Supporting Subjects
	English – Exploring Written Language 

Art – Developing Ideas in Visual Art 

	Resource 
	Kevin Boon. (2005) The Forests - Developments in New Zealand History. Waiatarua Publishing, Auckland.


	Materials 
	A4 or A3 paper, pens, felt-tips, pencils, crayons etc, comics as reference 
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